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language of poets and prophets it used the language of lawyers:
and administrators. It was addressed to minds not to emotions*
Its worst enemies, however \iolent in their abuse of it, did not
achieve a contagious unity of eloquence. Nor did its best friends.
Benjamin Rush in the Pennsylvania convention, on the day the
Constitution was ratified^ said he "as much believed lie hand
of God was employed in this work"—the Constitution—"as that
God had divided the Red Sea to give a passage to the children
of Israel, or had fulminated the ten commandments from Mount
Sinai/* But Gouverneur Morris, the next month, observed in a
letter that "while some have boasted it as a work from Heaven,
others have given it a less righteous origin. I have many reasons
to believe that it is the work of plain honest men, and such, 1
think, it will appear/'
Since the Federal Convention on its last day had given up the
rule of secrecy, several of the delegates took part, actively or
passively, in the public discussions of the Constitution. FranHin
gave copies of his final remarks about infallibility and unanimity
to Carroll of Maryland and Gorham of Massachusetts for use in
their states; and probably other copies to other delegates for
similar purposes. On November 29 Carroll read the speech to
the Maryland legislature. It was printed in the Virginia Inde-
pendent Chronicle of Richmond for December 5, the same month
in Boston and Philadelphia, and soon in newspapers throughout
the country. On December 14 Washington, in a letter to a friend,
said he thought there was no alternative between the adoption of
the Constitution and anarchy; and that a second Convention
would be "more discordant or less Conciliatory than the last""
The paragraph got into the papers and was printed everywhere.
Washington was distressed and vexed that his private remarks
had been made public: but only because they were casually
phrased in his letter, not because they misrepresented his senti-
ments in general. From Mount Vernon he watched the war of
words and ideas with intense concern. His letters are an instruc-
tive commentary on the campaign.
Ellsworth of Connecticut, himself absent when the Constitu-
tion was signed, corrosively impugned the motives of the
delegates who had refused to sign it. Mason, Ellsworth wrote on
December 10, had objected to the Constitution's permitting slaves
to be imported for twenty years. But *Mr. Mason has himself

